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For many years people believed that the cleverest animals after man were
chimpanzees. Now, however, there Is proof that dolphins may be even
cleverer than these big apes.
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Although a dolphin lives In the sea It I1s not a fish. It Is a mammal. It Is In
many ways, therefore, like a human being.

wg_‘g)\w\ﬁq,a_u\)mu_ﬁ_s\_g,w@uu\;ﬁwéu)g)ww@agﬁ\
Sl Gl Sgdas Qlga

Dolphins have a simple language. They are able to talk to one another. It
may be possible for man to learn how to talk to dolphins. But this will
not be easy because dolphins cannot hear the kind of sounds man can
make. If man wants to talk to dolphins, therefore, he will have to make a
third language which both he and the dolphins can understand.
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Dolphins are also very friendly towards man. They often follow ships.
There are many stories of dolphins guiding ships through difficult and
dangerous waters. Question 1. Which animals do people think may be the
cleverest?
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Elizabeth Blackwell was born in England Iin 1821, and immigrated to
New York City when she was ten years old. One day she decided that she
wanted to become a doctor”. That was nearly impossible for a woman In
the middle of the nineteenth century. After writing many letters seeking
admission to the medical schools, she was finally accepted by a doctor In
Philadelphia. So determined was she that she taught school and gave
music lessons to earn money for her tuition.
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In 1849, after graduation from medical school, she decided to further her
education In Paris. She wanted to be a surgeon, but a serious eye
Infection forced her to abandon the i1dea. Upon returning to the United
States, she found it difficult to start her own practice because she was a
woman. By 1857 Elizabeth and her sister, also a doctor along with
another female doctor, managed to open a new hospital, first for women
and children. Besides being the first female physician and founding her
own hospital, she also established the first medical school for women.
Question 1. Why couldn't Elizabeth realize her dream of becoming a
surgeon?
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John liked chocolates very much, but his mother never gave him any,
because they were bad for his teeth, she thought. But John had a very
nice grandfather. The old man loved his grandson very much, and
sometimes he brought John chocolates when he came to visit him. Then
his mother let him eat them, because she wanted to make the old man
happy. One evening, a few days before John's seventh birthday, he was
saying his prayers In his bedroom before he went to bed. "Please, God"
he shouted, "make them give me a big box of chocolates for my birthday
on Saturday”. His mother was In the Kkitchen and she heard the small boy
shouting and went Into his bedroom quickly. "Why are you shouting,
John?" she asked her son, "God can hear you when you talk quietly." "I
know" answered the clever boy with a smile, "but Grandfather's In the
next room, and he can't”. Question 1: Why did his grandfather sometimes
give him chocolate?
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Every vyear students In many countries learn English. Some of these
students are young people, others are teenagers. Many are adults. Some
learn at school, others study by themselves. A few learn English just by
hearing the language In film on television, In the office or among their
friends. But not many are lucky enough to do that. Most people must
work hard to learn another language. Many boys and girls learn English
at school because 1t Is one of their subjects. They study their own
language, mathematics and English. In England, or America, or
Australia, many boys and girls study their own language, which Is
English, and mathematics and another language, perhaps French, or
German or Spanish. Many adults learn English, because 1t 1s useful for
their work. Teenagers often learn English for their higher studies,
because some of their books are In English at the college or university.
Other people learn English because they want to read newspapers or
magazines In English Question 1: According to the writer:
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| arrived In London at last. The railway station was big, black and dark. |
did not know the way to my hotel, so | asked a porter. | spoke English
not only very carefully, but clearly as well. The porter, however, could
not understand me. | repeated my questions several times and at last he
understood. He answered me, but he spoke neither slowly nor clearly "I
am but | could not understand him, a foreigner”, | said. Then he spoke
slowly, but | could not understand him. My teacher never spoke English
like that! The porter and | looked at each other and smiled. Then he said
something and | understood I1t. "You'll soon learn English!"™ he said, |
wonder If In England, each man speaks a different language. The English
understand each other, but | don't understand them! Do they speak
English? Question 1: The writer asked the porter
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An artist went to a beautiful part of the country for a holiday, and stayed
with a farmer. Every day he went out with his paints and his brushes and
painted from morning to evening, and then when It got dark, he went
back to the farm and had a good dinner before going to bed. At the end of



his holiday, he wanted to pay the farmer, but the farmer said: "No, | don't
want money, but give me one of your pictures. What Is money? In a
week 1t will all be finished, but your painting will still be here". The artist
was very pleased and thanked the farmer for saying such Kind things
about the paintings. The farmer smiled and answered: "It Is not that |
have a son In London. He wants to become an artist. When he comes
here next month | will show him your picture, and then he will not want
to be an artist any more, | think". Question 1: Where did the artist spend
his holiday?
ol 5l dS Sl gdy eSS 3 Ly ) o) adats 4y O a2 )X () o (g2 ta i
208 e o yame Wimpia 5l g by e gom ila ol 5la S, L jy) e o) 2,8
WL S gtk jan s JIJ 8 s i8 L pde p e d e S ilsaaSaa
;i LS Ll eaan | o LS J o ol sd e G Tt Ly 2 20 e s
D30 Ay S crana Jom i Gadn | 258 sla eSe S (SO Ll el A ad J g (g
S8 M)A Hhin dde i Gl M A g sl A Lad) gt Lek il Lal ca gl e alad s A ca
JosLES a5 S S S a Al ys e 3 (s el s R o ia AR (6l 5 LS )
2ie yi 28 A e gl ald o S Gl H0 e A4S G phail" rala uly 50 saal
u\jswd)_iﬁaa_gjabea\j;g\_ﬁdj\@\Ju_iu.n_i.c\éjg\Hggdoa;gYoLA.aj_&
P oail )X LS ja ) 2 sa ldaat dia 3 1) s MaiS e S8 (e ¢ 2 0l dia yia
Ted Robinson has been worried all week. Last Tuesday he received a
letter from the local police. In the letter he was asked to call at the
station. Ted wondered why he was wanted by the police, but he went to
the station yesterday and now he Is not worried any more. At the station
he was told by a smiling policeman that his bicycle had been found. Five
days ago, the policeman told him, the bicycle was picked up In a small
village four hundred miles away. It IS now being sent to his home by
train. Ted was most surprised when he heard the news. He was amused
too, because he never expected the bicycle to be found. It was stolen



twenty years ago when Ted was a boy of fifteen. Question 1: Ted was
worried because
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Mrs. Brown's grandfather lived with her and her husband. Every morning
he went for a walk In the park and came home at half past twelve for his
lunch
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But one morning a police car stopped outside Mrs. Brown's house at
twelve o'clock, two policemen helped Mr. Brown to get out. One of them
sald to Mrs. Brown: "The poor old gentleman lost his way In the park and
telephoned us for help, so we sent a car to bring him home". Mrs. Brown
was very surprised, but she thanked the policemen and they left.
52 ¢S B gi (gl all A A gy ea ) 50 Celw )3 Gady Gl S e H5) S Ll
3 a1 gl wilA A Ll ) (S b e L 28a S SaS ) m sUBT A G
e S La o) bty ecd R SaS ynd R pdbaila by 50K a8 Sl ) (ialyo jlam
538 Sl Gy Sl Ll S aaad A Gl pm all A Myl adla an ) 5l LS aalin 4
RECPRR]



"But Grandfather”, she then said, "You have been to that park nearly
every day for twenty years. How did you lose your way there?"
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The old man smiled, closed one eye and said: "I didn't quite lose my way.
| just got tired and | didn't want to walk home!" Question 1. What did
Mrs. Brown's old grandfather go to the park for?
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Man discovered fire many thousands of years ago: The first time he saw
fire was probably when a tree was struck by lightning. He soon learned
how to make fire for himself. However man probably made his first fire
by rubbing two sticks together.
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Fire was very Important to man. He needed to keep himself warm at
night. He used fire to cook his food. He used fire to frighten away
enemies and wild animals. In some parts of the world he used fire to
sighal messages. Red Indians, for example, used fire to make smoke
signals. In some other countries people lit fires to warn their friends of
danger.
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Fire was also used to give light. Before the invention of the oil lamp, men
used burning sticks as torches. And before man discovered gas and
electricity, he hung small fires In wire baskets from post to light the
streets
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One man even used fire to tell the time. He Invented a candle clock. He
made a candle that took exactly twelve hours to burn. Then he marked
this candle In twelve equal parts. He lit the candle and could tell the time
by counting the number of parts left of the burning candle. But the candle
clock did not always work well. If there was a wind blowing on the
candle, the flame burned too quickly. Question 1: Man probably first
made fire
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Many vyears ago there was a king who was very bad-tempered. Everyone
was afrald of him. The king was bad-tempered because he was often Ill.
He was often ill because he ate and drank too much.
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"I am always I1ll, the king told his doctor. "Why can't you cure me?"
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The doctor didn't want to tell the king the reason. He knew this would
make the Kking very angry. "l give you the best medicine, Your Majesty",
he said, "l do my best."
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"Your medicine makes me worse"”, the king said. "You must cure me
before the end of the month or | shall put you In prison. You are trying to
poison me".
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"Perhaps your food i1s making you ill", the doctor said. This was a polite
way of saying "you eat too much."
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"Nonsense,” the king shouted. "My cook Is the best cook In the world.
No, | am 1ll because you are a fool. You do not know how to cure me. |
pay you to make me well, but what happened? | have stomach ache and a
headache every day. Now go and study your books. Find a cure for my
disease or ..."
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"Yes, yes, Your Majesty,” the doctor said and went to his room. He made
a lot of new medicine but it did not cure the king.
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At last, a few days before the end of the month, the doctor went Iinto the
forestt He wanted to see a wise old monk and ask for his advice.

Question 1: Why were the people afraid of the kina?
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The Wind and the Sun are having an argument. The Wind says that It Is
stronger but the Sun doesn't agree
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"I can blow down trees and tear off the roofs of houses,” the Wind says
proudly.
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"Ah, but | give warmth to people and make plants grow", the Sun says.
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| still think | am stronger, says the Wind.
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At that moment, a traveler 1s walking down the road. The Wind has an

Idea

35l ) S Al ,J})weﬁoa\;)a&}mwu\'ﬁ

"If | can make the traveler take off his clothes, you must say that | am
stronger than you are. If you can do 1it, I will say that you are stronger"
the Wind says.
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"All right,” the Sun agrees. It then hides behind the clouds. The Wind
begins to blow very hard.
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The traveller feels cold because of the strong wind. However, he doesn't

take off his clothes. As the Wind becomes stronger, he puts on a thick

coat. Finally, the Wind 1Is tired and stops blowing. "It IS my turn now,"

says the Sun.

Lﬂjuuu)j)\jdj“wm&ubﬁyu u}w@uuﬁcduuuﬁ&j_ﬂ
Sl e S g g eS) i K e Gl S

It pushes away the clouds and starts to shine.
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As the Sun shines brighter and brighter, the traveler feels very hot. He
takes off his thick coat.
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"What a strange day this 1s! The wind was blowing so hard just a
moment ago. Now the sun Is shining so brightly" the traveler says to
himself.
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He feels hotter and hotter so he takes off his clothes one by one. First he
takes off his sweater, his shirt, his hat and then his boots. When he comes
to a river, he very much wants to swim. He takes off all his clothes and
jumps into the river.
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The Sun smiles happily. Certainly he has won. The Wind has to agree
that the Sun Is stronger and cleverer. Question 1. The Sun and the Wind
are arguing about:
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A rich man had one daughter. All the young men In the city wanted to
marry her. The rich man did not want his daughter to marry anyone. He
was frightened. "When | die", he thought, "my daughter will have all my
money. Her husband may Kill me to get my money." Some young men
came to his house. The rich man said: "You cannot marry my daughter.
She Is too young, she Is not twenty-one".
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On her twenty-first birthday the daughter said: "Father, | want to Dbe
married. | am going to find a husband".
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"No, you are not!" her father said. He took her hand and pulled her to the

top of the house. He pushed her Iinto a room and locked the door. "You

will stay there"”, he said, "until all the young men In the town are

married".
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The next day he asked all the young men to come to his house. "My
daughter iIs lost,"” he said, ""The man who finds her may marry her."
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For several weeks all the young men looked for the girls but they did not
find her. "Perhaps she 1s dead,” they said, and they stopped looking.
Several years passed. The young men married other girls. Only one of
them did not find a wife.
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The rich man saw him and said: "Not married yet? Find yourself a wife,
my friend. Be happy!"”
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Then he said, "My friend, | want you to be happy. Here IS some money.
Now you can get a wife. On your wedding day | will give you more
money. | will give you a house. Your marriage will be a happy one".
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The young man went home and thought about this for a long time. A few
weeks later he sent a message to the rich man. "I am getting married
tomorrow. Please come to my wedding
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The rich man laughed happily and ran up to his daughter's room. "You
can come out now", he said. "l am safe. They are all married".
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The next day he went to the wedding. He took his daughter with him. All
the people were surprised. They thought she was dead.
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The rich man walked up to the young man. "Where Is your bride?" he
asked.
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The young man smiled. "There" he sald and took his daughter's hand.

"You have found her for me". Question 1. Why was the rich man

frightened?
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A merchant and a farmer were walking along the road together. The
merchant thought the farmer was a fool. He planned to play a trick on
him.
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"Let's play a game"”, he said. "I will tell you a story. If you do not believe
my story, you must give me ten pieces of silver. Then you tell me a story.
If | do not believe it, | will give you ten pieces of silver"
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"Very well", the farmer said. "But 1t 1s rather a silly game." "Do you
remember that cow you sold me?" the merchant began. "Yes", said the
farmer. "A very fine animal”. "It died before | got home", the merchant
sald. "But... but that's n...". "Do you believe me?" the merchant asked.
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The farmer remembered the ten pieces of silver. "Oh, yes" he said "
believe you"



"QSQ);Q"QA&"MQ‘D)\" .JJJXAQ@\)OJEJMMJJJ\.&S

"Good. When | bought the cow you said: "If the cow dies, | will give you
ten pieces of silver. | remember it clearly
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"What!" cried the farmer. "Don't you believe me?" the merchant asked.

"Yes, yes, | believe you", the farmer said sadly. "Good. You owe me ten

pieces of silver
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"Very clever”, the farmer said... You have tricked me". He took the ten
pieces of silver out of his pocket and gave them to the merchant "And
now" he said, "You must listen to my story”. He thought carefully for a
few minutes and then began. Question 1: Why did the merchant want to
playa game?
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Three men were crossing a desert on camels. They were taking food and
soap and cotton clothes to the village of Gasan. There were eight camels
In the camel train.
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The hot afternoon changed to a cool evening. The camel-train stopped at

some camel-thorns, and the animals began to eat. The men lit a fire to

make some coffee.
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While they were drinking, one man-Samir-said: "A strange thing has

happened. We left the town this morning with eight camels. Now we

have nine. Look at them and count”.
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Rajeb looked and counted. "You are right." he said. Nuri said: "She IS
probably a lost camel". "You are probably right”, Rajeb said. "What shall
we do?" "Take her with us to Gasan", Nuri replied. "We will leave her...
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"At the police station”, saild Samir. "The police will soon find the man
who has lost a female camelo.

\Hgal\_u\m)ﬁeﬁ/\deb)ﬁ.idﬁd\)&dﬂ&d;)@u%».ngilv&)&:mgw
SSmla

There was a thoughttful look on Rajeb's face. "You are both right”, he
sald. He stood up then, and went across the stony ground to the new
camel. He looked Into the baskets on her bark. "Samir, Nuri!", he called
"Come! There's a boy asleep in the basket. What are we going to do?"
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"Shhh!" said Nuri "If you wake him up, he will be afraid”
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"Let him sleep.” Samir said. "The police will soon find the man who has
lost his son".
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"Yes, | am sure you are right". Question 1: "A strange thing has
happened”. This strange thing was:
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In the vyears after the Civil War, most American painters received their
training In Europe, the majority studying In the French schools at Paris or
Barbizon, and a smaller number In Germany at Munich and Dusseldorf.
The teaching of the Barbizon school, which stressed the use of color and
the creation of an Impression or a mood, Influenced many American
artists. One group of American painters led by James McNeil Whistler
and John Singer Sargent, expatriated themselves from the American
scene and settled in Europe. Whistler, who Is often ranked as the greatest
genius In the history of American art, was a versatile and Industrious



artist who was equally proficient In several media -oil, water color,
etching, and with several themes - portraits and his so-called "nocturnes”,
Impressionistic sketches of moonlight on water and other scenes. He was
one of the first to appreciate the beauty of Japanese color prints and to
Introduce Oriental concepts Into Western art. Question 1: For a period
after the Civil War the majority of American painters:
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In most animals, dental decay Is a rare problem. In man, and especially In
the affluent West, the disease has reached epidemic proportions.

L € o jagd o ool Gl JJMMM&‘MJL;JHE Tl | P VTR
Sl o ) (el alaal 4 (5 jlan () 48 ja

The cause of tooth decay In human beings iIs a bacterium that feeds on
the sugar In our food. It digests the sugar more easily by converting it
Into an acid. The acid then dissolves the enamel, the outer coating of the
teeth, and finally attacks the living nerve within. The result 1Is the
agonizing pain we know as toothache. Question 1. According to the
passage, how common Is It for animals to suffer from tooth decay?
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Our friend Nick, whose English gets better and better, declared solemnly
the other day that he thought that the British climate was wonderful but
that British weather was terrible. He went on to elucidate by pointing out
that the British weather was a temperate one. This meant, he said, that
you could always be certain that the weather would never be extreme at
any rate, not for any length of time, never very hot and never very cold.
He quite rightly pointed out that the rainfall in Britain according to the
statistics was not very heavy. Why then, he asked, had British weather
had such a bad reputation? He answered by saying that it was because of
the extraordinary, unreliable weather. There was no part of the year at
which you could be certain that the weather would be dry or wet, clear or
dull, hot or cold. A bad day 10 July could be as cold as a mild day of
January
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Indeed you could feel cold at almost any time of the year. Nick blamed
droughty British houses for this, but agreed that you could also blame the
amount of sunshine and the great amount of dampness. He admitted he
had never experienced one of London's notorious dogs, which he said,
were things of the past. For the present, he advised every student coming
to Britain to bring an umbrella and to understand the meaning of that
splendid word "drizzle" /
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About three thousand years ago, there were no shops. If you needed
something you had to make 1t yourself. For example, If you needed
something to wear, you had to kill an animal and get its coat. If you were
a good hunter, and had a lot of coats, you could exchange them for other
things you needed. You could get meat, fruit or an axe. This way of
exchanging things iIs called barter.
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Later on people began to use money. They made money from things
which would last and not go bad easily. They used stones, shells and
animals' teeth. After men had discovered metal Iinto small bars to use
copper, tin, silver and gold. They made these metals Iinto small bars so



that they were easy to store and carry about. Before there were banks,
people kept their money themselves. Most people hide their money In the
ground. They thought that it was the safest place to store money.
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About five hundred years later, people began to make coins. They were
easier to carry than metal bars. Early coins were not flat and round but
were In lumps. Usually the king or ruler of a place gave the order to
make coins. Therefore, people often put a picture of his head and his
name on one side of the coin. This side of the coin Is called the head.
Then they put the date and value of the coin on the other side. This side
IS called the tall.
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The first paper money was made by the Chinese. In the fifteenth century,
the first banks appeared In Italy. Today the banks look after our money In
a number of ways. Question 1: There were no shops
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Many people like to keep pets. Dogs and cats are very popular pets.
Some people, however, keep birds or goldfish. They need less space and
are easler to look after
Sl gaa Ly 4 K g la K 2S5 )l e&s JSala il g 31 2 la Caiga ) 58 ) (g )b
A e 1R e B b Lyoad p al 8l A edla Gl b s o gase s SIS
Gl i Gaal ) L) Sl ja 5 20 pla Sl (5 aS (sl 4y gl
If you want to have a pet, you can buy one from a pet shop but you must
be careful not to buy a sick animal. It Is best If you know something
about the pet you want. This helps you choose a healthy pet. However, If
you do not have much money and know very little about animals, you
can visit the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(RSPCA).
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The first society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was founded In
England In 1821. It was set up to make sure that all animals are treated
with kindness. The RSPCA In Hong Kong carries out this aim. The
RSPCA officers collect animals which have no homes and are left In the
street. They look after them until they are healthy again. People visiting
the RSPCA may choose their pets from these animals and you can be
sure that you will get a healthy pet. If later your pet becomes ill, you can
take It to the doctors at the RSPCA for treatment.
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When you have a pet, It Is very important that you look after it properly.
You must remember to feed It at suitable times. You should also give It a
clean and comfortable place to rest. Your pet will be happy and healthy if
you love It and care for It properly. Question 1: Many people like to:
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"I knew your father when he was a young man", the farmer said This was
Impossible, but the merchant said: "Yes, | know"
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"He was very poor then", the farmer went on, "He was very poor and he
often did not have enough to eat.”
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This was not true but the merchant said: "l know. He had a hard life".
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"Yes", the farmer went on, "He often came to my house. We were very
close friends
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"I am sure you were,” the merchant said.”l lent him money and other
things”. "Oh?" said the merchant. He did not like this. "Are you sure?"
"Don't you believe me?" the farmer asked. "Oh, yes, | believe you".
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"Good. The last time he came to my house,” the farmer said. "he
borrowed ten sacks of rice."”
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The merchant was now very angry. "Let's stop this game," he said
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"No. Your father told me that you would repay the loan. He said | could
trust you. You do believe me, don't you?"
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For several minutes the merchant said nothing. Then he said, "Very well,
what do you want?"
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"You may decide. Ten pieces of silver or ten sacks of rice".
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Slowly the merchant put his hand In his pocket and took out the ten

pieces of silver. He gave them to the farmer. Question 1: Whom did the

farmer say he knew?

SostaSan I, Ll a5 g 1y e B aSEen 53 S e pa ) (i all el T LS04
?mmw\)wséx%aﬁwms;\ J) gas 212

An old man worked as a night watchman outside a bank. He had to walk
round the bank all night and shout for help If he saw a thief.
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But the old man was very lazy. He did not like walking. He likes to lie on
his bed and sleep. At the same time he wanted people to think that he was
doing his work.
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"I know what | can do,"” he said to himself. "Once a week | will get up In
the middle of the night and shout "Stop, thief! Stop, thief." The police
will come. Everyone will think | am a good watchman”
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And this 1s what he did. For six nights a week he slept all night. But on
the seventh night he got up and shouted "Stop, thief! Stop, thief!" and
blew his whistle.
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The police soon came and said: "Where Is the thief, old man?" "I
frightened him away," the old man salid.
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"You are a good watchman and you are brave" the police said and went
away. The people at the bank were very pleased with him.
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A week later he did the same thing again. The police came at once.
"Where Is the thief?" they asked. "l frightened him away. | think It was
the same man as last time"
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This happened every week for many weeks. Then the police said to one
another. "This old man Is deceiving us. He shouts once a week to make
us think he 1s a good watchman. He will shout "Stop, t
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The following week a thief tried to break Into the bank. "Stop, thief!
Stop, thief!" the watchman shouted and blew his whistle. But the police
did not come, and the thief hit the watchman over the head Question 1.
What did the old man have to do every night?
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1- Don't ride a bicycle which Is not the right size for you
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2- Check a bicycle before using 1t and make sure that the brakes and
steering-wheel work properly and the tires have enough air Iin them
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3- When riding a bicycle, always use a cycling track at the side of the
road when there Is one

JHJQJHJJDJ\_;JMSJJ@J\HQJ?)JMJ\W ng\j_ué\_;ﬁjae\_i_a-ﬁ“

S palail
4- Don't ride too fast, especially when going down hills and turning
corner
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5- Control the speed of your bicycle with your brakes, but always use
them gently
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6- When In a group, always ride in single file
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/- Always keep to the side of the road, do not ride In the middle of the

road or weave back and forth on the road Question 1: You should ride a

bicycle which Is
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You should keep In mind that your job will help determine your future
friends and the place where you will live, as well as your Income. In
other words, your career means more than just a certain kind of work, It
represents a way of life.
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Another point to be aware of In choosing your career Is the effect this
decision has on your present life. Some people think that students who
have a career In mind do better work In school than those having no plans
for themselves after graduation. Others disagree and claim that students
are Dbetter off If they keep an open mind and seek a broad base of
knowledge before deciding on a career.
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One serious problem faces you when you select a vocational goal:
making the right choice for yourself. You should think carefully and
make a tentative choice at first. It may develop Into a permanent goal or
It may not. But keep an open mind until you know more about the
occupation. This will give you an opportunity to seek general knowledge
before you attempt to specialize. You will find a general educational
background to be useful and necessary in almost any job.
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When you select an occupation, remember to select a job that you think
you can do best, both for your own satisfaction and the good of all: You
should choose a vocation that will be a challenge to you and yet one In
which you can achieve success through your abilities.
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Many people now think that teachers give pupils too much homework.
They say that 1t Is unnecessary for children to work at home iIn their free
time. Moreover, they argue that most teachers do not properly plan the
homework task they give to pupils. The result Is that pupils have to
repeat tasks which they have already done at school.
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Recently In Greece many parents complained about the difficult
homework which teachers gave to their children. The parents said that
most of the homework was a waste of time, and they wanted to stop It.
Spain and Turkey are two countries which stopped homework recently.
In Denmark, Germany and several other countries In Europe, teachers
cannot set homework on weekends. In Holland, teachers allow pupils to
stay at school to do their homework.
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The children are free to help one another. Similar arrangements also exist
In some British schools.
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Most people agree that homework 1Is unfair. A pupil who can do his
homework In a quiet and comfortable room iIs In a much better position
than a pupill who does his homework In a small, noisy room with the
television on. Some parents help their children with their homework.
Other parents take no interest at all in their children's homework.
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It 1S Important, however, that teachers talk to parents about homework. A
teacher should suggest suitable tasks for parents to do with their children.
Parents are often better at teaching their own children Question 1.
According to the writer, many parents would like their children
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Can dolphin talk may be they cannot talk with words, but they talk with
sounds. They show their feelings with sounds.
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Dolphins travel In a group. We call a group of fish a "school”. They do
not study, but they travel together. Dolphins are mammals, not fish, but
they swim together In a school. Dolphins talk to the other dolphins In the
school. They give Information. They tell when they are happier, sad or
afraild. They said "Welcome” when a dolphin came back to the school.
They talk when they play. They make a few sounds above water. They
make many more sounds under water. People cannot hear these sounds
because they are very, very high. Scientists make tapes of the sounds and
study them.
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Sometimes people catch a dolphin for a large aquarium, (an aquarium IS
a zoom for fish). People can watch the dolphins in a show. Dolphins do
not like to be away from their school In an aquarium. They are sad and



lonely
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There are many stories about dolphins that help people. Sometimes they
save somebody's life. Dolphin meat I1s good, but people don't like to Kill
them. They say that dolphins bring good luck. Many people believe this.
Question 1: Dolphins talk with
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There are books with fairy tales In many countries. Often the same
stories are known and repeated In many different languages. Some of the
things that happen iIn these stories are remarkable, although not as
remarkable as things that are truly happening In medicine and science
today
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Most fairy tales begin with "Once upon a time" and end with "They lived
happily ever after”, so we will begin In the same way.
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Once upon a time, there was a girl called Cinderella who did all the work
In the kitchen while her lazy sisters did nothing. One night her sisters
went to a ball at the palace. Cinderella was left at home, very sad. After a
time her fairy godmother appeared and told Cinderella that she could go
to the ball but to return home by midnight.
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So she went to the ball In a beautiful dress and a wonderful coach. She
danced with the prince but at midnight she ran back home, leaving one of
her shoes on the dance floor. The prince wanted to see her again and
went to every house In the capital until he found that the shoe was the
right size for Cinderella. She and the prince were married and lived
happily ever after. Question 1. According to the passage, things truly
happening In medicine and science today are things that happen In some
fairy tales.
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When we were In America last year, | went fishing with my friend, Peter.
Early In the morning, we were sitting quietly by the side of a lake where
we had an unpleasant surprise. We saw a duck come along with tree
ducklings paddling cheerfully behind her. As we watched them, there
was a sudden swirl In the water. We caught a glimpse of the vicious jaws



of a pike - a fish which is rather like a freshwater shark - and one of the
ducklings was dragged below the surface.
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The Incident made Peter furious. He vowed to catch the pike. On three
successive mornings we returned to the wvicinity and used several
different kinds of bait. On the third day, Peter was lucky. Using an
artificial frog as bait, he managed to hook the monster. There was a
desperate fight but Peter was determined to capture the pike and he
succeeded. When he had got it ashore and killed i1t, he weighed the fish
and found that 1t scaled nearly thirty pounds - a record for that district.
Question 1: Why was Peter sitting quietly by the lake?
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Making a film takes a long time and Is very hard work. Writing the story
for the film may take many weeks. Filming the story being acted - or
shooting the film, as It Is called - often takes at least six months. Actors
and cameramen work from very early In the morning until late at night
Each scene may have to be acted twenty or thirty times.
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The film studio I1s like a large factory, and the Indoor stages are very Dbig
Indeed. Scenery of all Kinds 1s made In the studio: churches, houses,
castles and forests are all built of wood and cardboard. Several hundred
people work together to make one film. Some of these people are actors
and actresses. The director of the film, however, Is the most Important
person In a film studio. He decided how the scenes should be filmed and
how the actors should act.
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Most people go to see a film because they know the film stars In It.
Sometimes the film may be very poor. It Is best to choose a film made by
a good director. Some famous directors make their films very real.
People feel that they themselves are among the people In the film.
Question 1: Shooting the film often takes
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If you ever get Iinto a house In Japan, you must remember to take off your
shoes. These would damage the fine straw mats which cove the floors.
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The rooms In most Japanese houses are usually large. In the middle of
the room there may be a low table with small flat cushions around It.
Many houses have no other furniture In their rooms. Perhaps you will see
a bowl of flowers or a long silk painting on one of the walls. Visitors are
given a small cup of green tea.
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You may be surprised to see that there are no bedrooms. The Japanese
unroll their beds and put them on the floor when they feel tired. Japanese
people take a bath before their evening meals. Most houses have one
large bath for the whole family. However, no one washes In the bath!
They wash themselves before they go Into the big bath. The water Is very
hot. But the Japanese are used to having hot baths. After the bath, they
put on a loose robe and eat their evening meal. Question 1. When you
enter
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Human memory, formerly believed to be rather inefficient, I1s really more
sophisticated than that of a computer. Researchers approaching the
problem from a variety of points of view have all concluded that there Is
a great deal more stored in our minds than has been generally supposed.
Dr. Wilder Penned, a Canadian neurosurgeon, proved that by stimulating
the brain electrically, he could elicit the total recall of specific events In
his subjects’ lives. Even dreams and other minor events supposedly

forgotten for many years suddenly emerged in detall.
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Although the physical basis for memory Is not yet understood, one theory
IS that the fantastic capacity for storage In the brain Is the result of an
almost unlimited communication of Interconnections between brain cells,
stimulated by patterns of activity. Repeated references to the same
Information support recall. Or, to say that another way, Improved
performance Is the result of strengthening the chemical bonds In the
memory Question 1: With what topic Is the passage mainly concerned?
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Most people think that the older you get, the harder 1t Is to learn a new
language. That 1Is, they believe that children learn more easily and
efficiently than adults. Thus, at some point In our lives, maybe around
age 12 or 13, we lost the ability to learn well. Is this idea fact or myth?
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Is 1t true that children learn a foreign language more efficiently than
adults? On the contrary, research studies suggest that the opposite may be
true. One report, on 2000 Danish children studying Swedish, concluded
that the teenagers learned more, In less time, than the younger children.
Another report, on Americans learning Russian, showed a direct
Improvement of ability over the age. Range tested, that Is, the ability to

learn increased as the age increased, from childhood to adulthood.
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There are several possible explanations for these findings. For one thing,
adults know more about the world and therefore are able to understand
meanings more easily than children. Moreover, adults can use logical
thinking to help themselves see patterns In the language. Finally, adults

have more self-discipline than children.
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All In all, 1t seems that the common Iidea that children are better language
learners than adults may not be fact, but myth, the main idea In this short
talk was that. Question 1: The main idea In this short talk was that
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When you put a letter into the postbox, do you know what will happen to
I1t?
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First of all, a postman will come In a van to collect all the mail from It.
The mail Is collected at fixed times, usually once In the afternoon. These
collection times are shown on each postbox. The van will then take the
malil to the nearest post office.
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The mail going to places In the same district will be put together. A
machine will chop the stamps so that they cannot be used again. Then
postmen will arrange the letters Into bundles and pack them into their
POStboX
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The work of a postman Is not easy. He often has to get up very early. He
has to work outdoors In all the weather. He must be strong In age to carry
his heavy postage. He sometimes has to read bad writing. Can you read
the address on this envelope? It Is very difficult for postmen to deliver
mall quickly and correctly when addresses are not written clearly.
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Do you know the proper way to send a letter? If you are writing to
someone In Hong Kong, you should use a white envelope. If you want
To send a letter to a country outside Hong Kong, you should use an
envelope bordered by red and blue stripes. Also you should write the
name and address clearly and correctly on the envelope. Letters and
small parcels can be posted In post boxes or at a post office. However,
you must take larger parcels to a post office. It costs more to send a
heavy parcel than a light one. It I1s also more expensive to send mail
overseas. Question 1: When i1s mall collected from a postbox?
Al e g e 4l S Slia a S () S Pl |4l Jls ) rna 5 L
S8 B Hlzola )i anglasbiamla o 58 A€ ealal il ad S Sy )
el b piaes b ardls ol g jeflag b LhaSa S ealdnn) (S 5l al cai w4
oS S la aiy glaa by G Shgy)mnaa gmaaly jsdadas )l
sl A a Ll d (Jla Gl o 0 ) S Qe lal ol Sn sla Gediaa ja ) o
) Sawaig ) S 080 sl S dlupl 4aiia 2 Goie alan ) K



@jMJ\é\_A\A@LAJA_; \d\j_u c_a_u\‘)_Au\‘)_S)j_mS)‘ )LA‘\_JLA\AJ\_MJ‘UJM
358 (o sl e S

People usually sing because they like music or because they feel happy
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They express their happiness by singing. When a bird sings however, Its
song usually means much more than that the bird Is happy. Birds have
many reasons for singing. They sing to give Information. Their songs are
their languages.
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The most beautiful songs are sung by male (cock) birds. They sing well
and they want to attract a female (hen) bird. It Is their way of saying that
they are looking for a wife.
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Birds also sing to tell other birds to keep away. To a bird, his tree or even
a branch of a tree I1s his home. He does not want strangers coming near
him, so he sings to warn them
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If a bird cannot sing well, he usually has some other means of giving
Important Information. Some Dbirds dance, spread out their tails or make
other signs. One bird has a most unusual way of finding a wife. It builds
a small garden of shells and flowers. Question 1. Why do people usually
sing?
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The umbrella 1s a very ordinary object. It keeps the rain and the sun of
people. Most umbrellas fold up, so It Is easy to carry them.

However, the umbrella did not begin life as an ordinary object. It was a
sign of royalty or importance. Some African tribes still use umbrellas In
this way today. Someone carries an umbrella and walks behind the King
or Important person.
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Umbrellas are very old. The Chinese had them In the eleventh century
BC. From there they traveled to India, Persia, and Egypt. In Greece and
Rome, men would not use them. They believed umbrellas were only for
women.
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When the Spanish explorers went to Mexico, they saw the Aztec Kings
using umbrellas. English explorers saw Native American princes
carrying umbrellas on the east coast of North America. It seems that
people In different part of the world invented umbrellas at different times
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England was probably the first country In Europe where ordinary people
used umbrellas against the rain. England has a rainy climate, and
umbrellas are very useful there. Question 1: Today people use umbrellas
for
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Isn't 1t amazing how much time we spend speaking about food? Have
you ever eaten? "What did you have for lunch?" and so on. And yet when
you travel from one country to another, find that people have quite
different feelings about food. People often feel that what they eat Is
normal and that what other people eat Is strange or silly. In most parts of
Asia, for example, no meal Is complete without rice. In England, people
eat potatoes every day. In the Middle East, bread Is the main part of
every meal. Eating, like so many things we do, becomes a habit which iIs
difficult to change. Americans like to drink tea and coffee four or five
times every day, Australians drinks a large amount of beer and the
French drink wine every day.
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The sort of meat people like to eat also differs from one country to
another. Horse meat Is thought to be delicious In France. In Hong Kong,
some people enjoy eating snakes. New Zealand eats sheep, but they
never eat goat meat. The Japanese don't like to eat sheep meat because of

Its smell, but they enjoy eating raw fish.
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So It seems that although eating Is a topic that we can talk about for
hours, there Is very little common sense In what we say about I1t. People
everywhere enjoy eating what they have always eaten, and there Is very
little we can change our eating habits Question 1. In most parts of Asia
people chiefly eat
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